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A PROPOSAL. 


In the absence of an Uncle Tom agitation, 
and the verging of the pantomimes, we 
would invite the attention of Managers to a 
thing appropriate to the times—Mrs. Cow- 
ley’s comedy of 4 Day in Turkey ; or, the 
Russian Slaves: the state of affairs now 
pending in the East and agitating all Europe, 
would render the comedy doubly attractive 
—for its merits and for the desire playgoers 
would naturally feel to witness the represen- 
tation of the Turk or Bassa and the Rus- 
sians,—and, above all, the Eastern costumes 
and scenery, which the production of such 
a piece would afford ample scope for bring- 
ing forward. 

The comedy, upon its production, was 
probably not so successful as it might have 
been, from its not having obtained the pub- 
lishing favour of a ‘‘ Command,” consequent 
upon its being asserted, that the comedy had, 
in its construction, certain political aimings. 
This, however, Mrs. Cowley denies in her 
Preface to the second edition of the comedy, 
urging what should a woman (who only de- 
sires to be a dramatist and write plays and 


‘ characters) ‘know about politics?” and 


further: ‘* Will Miss Wolstonerft forgive 
me—whose book contains such a body of 
mind as I hardly ever met with—if I say 
thatepolitics are unfeminine? I never in my 
life could attend to their discussion.” But 
whether, and however, politics may have 
been referred to in the century in which Mrs. 
Cowley lived and wrote her excellent work, 
we think, even if the issue be offensive, that 
its so-called political aimings may not in- 
appropriately be applied to the present rather 
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than the past. We instance the following 
as bearing some similitude with regard to 
the ‘powers that be,” which have kept 
fleets riding in Besika Bay, quietly to see 
the Ottomans massacred—murdered. We 
mean the following dialogue between Orloff 
and ala Grecque :— 

Ortorr. Peace! 

AaGrecavus. Peace! That’s a bold demand. 
—Your Empress can’t find it at the head of a 
hundred thousand men, and the most sublime 
Grand Signior is obliged to put on his nightcap 
without it, though he has a million of those 
pretty gentlemen to assist him. Besides, Eng- 
land has engrossed the commodity, 

It would not be inappropriate were the 
present Sultan to speak as follows, for he has 
been danced into the a la Greeque school 
most admirably :— 

A ta Grecave. Finding they would not learn 
liberty,* I would have taught them dancing, but 
they seemed as incapable of one blessing as the 
other; so now J am led a dance by this gentle- 
man into chains, &c. 

This would have been quite appropriate 
a few weeks since, but happily the scene 
has changed. The following might be said 
by some one with a great degree of truth :— 

So, so, so! I have been driving on when I 
thought I had been pulling back ; spurring the 
courser, afid neglecting the check-reln. (Mus 
tapha). 

“The compliments of the season to my 
Lord ——-,” quoth Punch. Here is another 
sentence or two :— 

Azm. .... is a christian, and these christians 
are the most unnaturalist creatures in the world. 
Why man, they betray their friends ang love their 
eriemies, ha, ha! An honest return, hate for 
hate. 


* This is a home truth of the Russian in 1854 as in 1792, 
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e old school, 
and we should like to see this production of 
Mrs. Cowley’s brought forward: that it 
would prove attractive we are persuaded 
there can be no doubt, for now are the 
peoples’ hearts “ brim-full with fear” upon 
the pending crisis so long delayed, and de- 
layed so as to do much ill-favour and little 
credit to us as christians or allies; that it 
would need no high-sounding bugle or 
Chinese gong that should wake the public, 
after the manner that the celestials wake 
their gods, to go to the theatre to see the 
Ottoman and the Muscovite (for there are 
both Turk and Russian in the comedy) we 
are persuaded. At the period of this 
comedy the Turks made Russians prisoners, 
and that the former have ever been a great 
warring people is a fact of history: when 
they bore towards Cyprus they were so: 
Shakspeare denotes them as “the general 
enemy Ottoman,” therefore, if their impetus 
as general warriors has not degenerated, (and 
it has not so appeared yet) with the help of 
the armies of Napoleon III., and the same 
with the jolly Tars of Old England, yet 
chastise the Muscovite, and let us go to the 
theatre with “‘ peace ’—an honourable one. 

When Mrs. Cowley produced this comedy 
of 4 Day in Turkey, the good old practice 
of speaking Prologues and Epilogues, by 
way of Alpha and Omega to a play, was in 
its prime existence; and to speak frankly, 
we much regret that the custom of those 
days are now disregarded, as they were 
very admirable imprimis and finale to all 
dramatic productions. The authoress of 
The Belle’s Stratagem, with a pleasing turn, 
could write an Epilogue, and, moreover, 
could infuse it with some of the sentiments 
of a Burke. B. W. W. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 
Tue new version of the Corsican Brothers 
at this theatre, in which Mr. G. V. Brooke 
sustains the two brothers, has been very 
much shortened, and goes off with great 
eclat. The question of affording some pro- 
vision for the wives and children of the 
gallant fellows who have left their homes to 
fight the enemies of their country, is a matter 
of grave consideration. Mr. E. T. Smith 
has set a most praiseworthy example in giv- 
ing his theatre gratuitously for so noble a 














purpose, and we trust it will be well attended 
upon the occasion. We perceive with plea- 
sure that, besides the illustrious and dis- 
tinguished list of lady patronesses who 
have permitted their names to appear in the 
programme, and who take a lively interest 
in the object, the Lord Mayor, the sheriffs, 
and other civic authorities have signified 
their intention of being present at the per- 
formances. A state box will he fitted up on 
the stage for the Lord Mayor. The public 
boxes will be tastefully decorated ; the ante~ 
rooms will also be fitted up with state chairs 
for the reception of the royal visitants and 
their suite. Lord and Lady Glengall, Lady 
Palmerston, the Vicountess Hardinge, and 
the lady patronesses will meet at the thea- 
tre at an early hour to receive the Duchess 
of Cambridge and the Princess Mary of 
Cambridge. ; 

Haymarket.— Guy Mannering, which 
has proved so successful on its revival at this 
theatre, will be performed three nights this 
week, in order that Miss Cushman may re- 
peat her inimitable performance of Meg 
Merrilies. The Hope of the Family will be 
played as a second piece. The new comedy 
of Ranelagh, with the pantomime, which 
will only be played once after the present 
week, and some farces, are to make up the 
bill of fare. 

Lyceum.—A new petite comedy, to be 
called The Charming Widow, in which Miss 
Talbot, a debutante, is to appear, will be 
brought out here this evening; and on 
Thursday a new farce, entitled Number One, 
Round the Corner. Mr. Charles Mathews 
plays in both pieces. 

Surrey THEatreE.—During the week a 
laughable love legend, from the pen of Mr. 
Rruton, the popular song writer, entitled 
Vilikins and his Dinah, has had a most 
successful run at this theatre. The tragical 
lay of the unfortunate lover is sung by Mr. 


H. Widdicomb, the hero of the legend, with * 


irresistible comicality, and the piece pro- 
mises to retain possession of the bills for 
some time. 

Marytesone.—The Struggle for Gold 
appears to have created as great a sensation 
here as it has done at most of the minor 
theatres at the other extremity of the me- 
tropolis. It will be repeated every evening 
this week. The drama of Love’s Devotion 
and Katherine and Petruchio, as afterpieces, 
on alternate nights. 


ee ee ee ee ee 
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Sranparv.—Mr. Douglass, ever on the 
alert for novelty, has engaged Mr. Emery’s 
excellent stud of horses, and has revived the 
celebrated piece called Mazeppa. Gin and 
Water, The Female Diavolo, and the Barn- 
ham Children, are the other attractions in the 
nightly programme. 

Royat Brirannia.—We perceive that a 
new historical drama, called Lynch Law ; 
or, the Warden of Galway, has been pro- 
duced here. A drama, written by the Rev. 
Edward Groves, and bearing the second of 
these titles, had a successful run in Dublin 
nearly twenty years ago; since then it has 
been played at the Victoria (then the Co- 
burg), and more recently at the Olympic 
Theatres. Mr. Stuart is to play the War- 
den, and Mrs. E. Yarnold the heroine. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hotsrur—Miss Glyn made her first appearance at the 
Olympic, in the character of Lady Macbeth, about five 
years ago. We never give the age of ladies till they are 
married. 

A READER will get his back numbers at Lacy’s, Wellington 
Street, Strand. 

Aw AmatTEeuR.—We know nothing of the youth you allude 
to. we do not employ such a person; weare much annoyed 
with persons making use of our name. 

W. V. Lanre.—Pilease to send Is. 6d., in postage stamps, to 
19, Cumming Street. 


R. S.—His letter shall have insertion in our next. 











Terms for Advertisements, 





















s. d. 
Six Lines .... oh 2 
Nine ditto.... .20 
Twelve ditto. - 2 6 
For every line @Xtra 1... .s.sceeee - 08 
> ye or Z 5 
hy ~ are =}; 
The Theatrical Journal. 





WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8th, 1854. 


VICTOR HUGO. 
By Victor. 
Tue genius of Victor Hugo was first known 
to the general public in England by the 
appearance of his brilliant and imaginative 
Notre Dame de Paris, a romance in some 
respects equal to any by Scott or Bulwer. 
There is vigour and grasp, fervid eloquence, 





admiration that he feels for the terrible, he 
often forgets the true. 

This is a besetting sin with poets and 
novelists of strong imaginative powers, who 
have not the moral resolution to forego 
effects for the sake of a principle; and, 
therefore, their productions are so often 
theatrical and tawdry. Yet, though Hugo’s 
writing often smells of the lamps; though 
we may detect him in the act repeatedly of 
striking an attitude, one cannot but admire 
the consummate ability of his postures, nor 
cease to marval at the great power of light 
and shade in his colouring, In fact, but 
for the theatricality of Hugo, we doubt if 
any genius now in existence is greater than 
his. Scott excels Hugo in nature and sim- 
plicity ; the ideal grace and disciplined in- 
tellect of Bulwer may surpass Hugo’s; and, 
after this concession, we ask, have they 
equal dramatic force, or as much of the 
whirlwind and tempest of imagination as he? 
At all events, here he is great; and had he 
the same sustained eagle wing, the same 
calm consciousness of giant strength, there 
are passages in Hugo (we do not say many, 
but some), of a height that might be com- 
pared to Shakspeare’s. Thus much we 
allow to M. Hugo, and no more, 

He lacks a delicate moral sense ; he has, 
the French tendency, on some occasions to 
degenerate into bombast; and his outrages 
are so extravagant in violation of taste, that 
we are only surprised at the marks of un- 
questionable genius alluded to above. In- 
cest and every form of abomination, rapes, 
seductions, massacres, and murders, are 
handled by M. Hugo with little scruple. 
Hereby he defeats his own purpose. Such 
materials are to be used most sparingly, and 
with reluctance, if at all. 

The success of Hugo on the stage has 
been greater than that of any dramatist 
alive in France (we mean, of course, a writer 
of dramas pretending to five acts), Perhaps 
his plays are better than Bulwer's, but not 
in most respects better than Knowles’s, 
He is melo-dramatic, and in some of his 
characters there is a want of conformity. 





and lightning passion in nearly every page 
of Hugo’s chef d’ceuvre; but his intellect 
in the quality of simple grandeur is not on 
a par with the mighty ones who have be- 
queathed works of imperishable renown to 
posterity. Hugo delights to accumulate 








On the whole, Hugo is a remarkable man, 
eminent as poet, novelist, and dramatist, 
He is not a great writer, but the elements of 
greatness are not wanting in his genius, 
Whether he will survive this generation is 
a problem, however, the solution of which 





horrors ‘on horror’s head,” and in the 


we do not pretend to know. 
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CABINET. 

Mr. Drypew, the proprietor of this pretty 
theatre, took his annual benefit on Tuesday 
last, when a numerous attendance of his 
friends and patrons were assembled. Romeo 
and Juliet was the first piece, and went off 
very well; the worthy beneficiare was the 
love-sick swain, and was attired in a re- 
markably elegant dress; he played with his 
usual good judgment, and did not overstep 
the modesty of nature. Mr. Harding, as 
Mercutio, was hard, and not sufficiently gay 
for the lively mad-headed rake. The young 
lady who assumed the part of Juliet was 
effective in most of the scenes, particularly 
the mild and placid ones ; we think she im- 
proves much, but she appears rather nervous, 
which, no doubt, will leave her after a few 
more successful appearances. The Lady 
Capulet, of Mrs. Pevensy, was acted with 
great care, and is deserving of commenda- 
tion. The farce of the Spitalfield’s Weaver 
followed, and was well-acted throughout, 
particularly by Miss Leonard, who sustained 
the character of Adelle. 


On Wednesday, a Mr. E. Wells took a 
night, when every corner of the house was 


crowded to excess. J'he Rent Day was the 
first piece; a young gentleman named Judd 
undertook the character of Martin Heywood, 
we have witnessed him in comic parts, and 
consider him inimitable as a farce actor, and 
were rather surprised he got through the 
character so well; his conception was very 
correct, and he threw considerable feeling 
into the impassioned scenes more than we 
could have expected. Toby Heywood was 
in the hands of Mr. Wallace, who would 
have played the character to the life if he 
had been more conversant with the text ; 
the prompter was much to blame, whoever 
he was, for Mr. Wallace is a pains-taking 
amateur. Mr. C, Herbert seems accustomed 
to the stage, and played Old Crums very 
respectably; it is a great pity he cannot 
pronounce certain words distinctly, Mr. 
Kingston, as Grantly, seemed out of his 
element; his dress was very inappropriate. 
He appears to be young and inexperienced, 
however, all must have a beginning. Silver 
Jack found an able representative in the 
hands of Mr. J. Turner, who understands 
how to make the telling points. Mr, G. 
Cawdery had plenty of confidence, and as- 
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sumed d the part of Bullfrog menetdies ; a 
little more refinement would have added to 
his credit. The young lady who undertook 
Rachael, looked the character well, being 
dressed very appropriately, and in several 
scenes obtained well-merited applause. 
Polly Briggs wants experience, and should 
attend more to her bye-play, then Miss 
Webster may also gain applause. T'he Idiot 
Witness followed. Mr. T. Plumb acted 
with a due regard to propriety, and played 
the up-hill character of Arnaud very forcibly. 
Mr. J. Wells made an excellent Tugscull, 
and understood well what he had to do, and 
acted accordingly, Mr. E. Wells, at the 
conclusion of the drama was listened to with 
marked attention; his acting bore evident 
signs of experience—his voice, style, and 
manner was much in the ascendency over 
any other actor in the piece. Mr. R. Ford 
caused roars of laughter, if he had tried to 
burlesque the character, he, in all proba- 
bility, would not have caused so much fun 
— it was really a droll exhibition. Master 
Rowell played with promise of good for the 
future, his elocution bearing a better stamp 
than some of those he had to address. Misses 
Howard and Payne were respectable in the 
parts they undertook, and at the fall of the 
curtain a general call was made for the 
characters. Two more pieces had to be 
played after we left, whether they are over 
we have yet to learn, 





OUR LONDON COMPANIES. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Srir,—In an article in your Journal, No. 
741, you gave us a long list of the merits of 
the various London Companies, and at length 
gave the preference to Drury Lane. The 
object of my writing these lines is not to 
point out or argue the merits or demerits 
of each company, but to shew that there is 
not one proper company among the whole. 

Let us begin wtih Drury Lane: Brooke 
is a fine actor, who else have we there? 
Brooke’s previous engagement was much 
more attractive than the present, because he 
was not the only star; he had not all the 
burthen thrown upon his shoulders—Daven- 
port was among them, likewise that rising 
and accomplished Miss Anderton. 

Let us refer to the Wells in 1844: Mac- 
beth, Mr. Phelps; Lady Macbeth, Miss 
Glyn, with the other parts well filled. Here, 
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indeed, was a loadstone; but Macbeth in 
1854 met with a very different fate. 

And so it is with the Princess’s. ‘‘ One 
candle will light a ball, but how much better 
is it lighted with a dozen others, than the 
same quantity of rush-lights?"’ How is it 
Macbeth does not take at Drury Lane? 
surely not on account of Brooke? Who 
can play Lady Macbeth? who can attempt 
Macduff? 

How many nights would Julius Caesar 
run thus cast ?— 


Julius Caesar Mr. H. Betty 
Oct. Caesar « Belton 
Brutus vw G. V. Brooke 
Cassius « Davenport 
Calphurnia Miss Glyn 


And the same with Antony and Cleopatra ; 
the above plays, the finest and most beautiful 
of Shakspeare’s cannot be acted at any thea- 
tre in London at the present time. 

What was the occasion of Mr. Brooke’s 
late illness? was it not occasioned by over- 
exertion both in voice and body? a consti- 
tution, however strong, must break down 
with the labour Mr. Brooke has undergone. 

Mr. E. T. Smith has, certainly, done 
much for Drury Lane and the theatrical 
world; but if he would only get a company, 
there would be no necessity for free admis- 
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In few matters of material import has Eng- 

land taken a retrograde step ; for its defence, 

its sailors and soldiers are as brave as of 

yore; its senators and law-givers are en- 

dowed with wisdom equal with their fore- 

fathers, and our jndges are as grave and 

impartial in dispensing justice as their pre- 

decessors, The working artizans of England 

are better educated, more intelligent and 
self-dependant than were the working classes 
of times gone by. 

But in the midst of all this progression, 
this onward marching, there is one important 
item which constitutes a very vital point in 
the system of the nation, that has made a 
retrograde motion, and is still hurrying 
head-long on its downward course. I allude 
to an important branch of literature—dra- 
matic literature. . Year after year the stan- 
dard quality of the new comodity is reduced 
—undoubtedly there are many who look 
upon this as a matter of great indifference, 
of very seeondary or minor import; but let 
us give it a second thought: a good dra- 
matic work furnishes the library with a book 
possessing highly essential qualities, com- 
bining, as it does in an eminent degree, 
amusement with instruction; thus those 
who read for amusement only have instruc- 


sions, and it would arouse that monopolising | tion forced upon them, as it were, by the 
spirit so much now in the hands of other | gratification of their own idle passion—and 


managers. 


those seeking instruction never fail to find 


Perhaps it will not be out of place if I | it in a good dramatic work. 


enquire about Mr. Brooke’s Theatrical 


But, apart from its value as a book for 


School; surely it has not become a dead the library, it possesses an intrinsic value 
letter; some of your correspondents, with-| not possessed by any other species of litera- 


out doubt, can give some information to 
Your obedient servant, 
Hotspur. 





DEGENERACY OF DRAMATIC 
LITERATURE, 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


ture; it instructs those who either cannot 
or will not read; there are great numbers 
of labouring men who toil from morn to 
night, unable to read, or if able, find them- 
selves too fatigued, mentally as well as 
bodily, to study or read when relieved from 
his often too fatiguing day’s work, and con- 
sequently looks around for something more 


Mr. Epiror,—England’s position, as first | stimulating or refreshing, whereby he may 
amongst the nations of the earth, unquesti- | ingraft fresh vigour into his overstrained 
onably rests mainly on its commercial supre- | and wearied faculties. Supposing the work- 
macy, in this respect it has risen to a pinnacle | ing man goes to the theatre for this purpose, 
never hitherto attained by any other nation | which many of them do, will it not chance 
—and still its commerce increases—still it | that he has the misfortune to pay the theatre 


progresses. 


So it is with most other insti- | a visit when a new and original drama, of 


tutions of this country, they are progressing | thrilling interest and startling effects (ac- 
—moving forward in the right direction— | cording to the play-bills) is to be presented 
keeping pace with and in many points out-| for the first time ; the house is filled in every 

unning the other nations in the great race| corner, the heat is suffocating, the curtain 





of civilization and improvement. 





rises—the opening scenes are very tame, 
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but Resins better things will: soon make 
their appearance, every nerve and faculty 
is on the stretch, but nothing better appear- 
ing ; after exercising for a couple of hours 
most exemplary patience, nature fails him, 
and he inadvertently falls into a sound sleep, 
and continues in that condition until an un- 
pleasant noise, emenating from his nasal 
organs, induces his immediate neighbour to 
disturb his slumbers; as it is possible, he 
continues sleeping, until such time as he is 
disturbed by an overpowering noise of hiss- 
ing, shouting, whistling, clapping of hands, 
stamping of feet, and a varigty of other, 
anything but pleasant or musical, sounds, 
He awakes and finds that the play is over, 
the audience are divided in opinion as to its 
merits, and are expressing themselves in a 
very expressive manner, each according to 
the opinion he entertains; our hitherto 
sleeping acquaintance joins in the clamour, 
possibly applauding (it being his invariable 
custom oa such occasions) that which ac- 
tually possessed insufficient interest to en- 
gage his attention during its performance. 
But although he expressed outward tokens 
of approval and satisfaction, he in future 
seeks other means and resorts to other modes 
for spending his leisure evening hours—in 
most cases the pot-house, or places infinitely 
worse than that are resorted to. 


Is it not important then that diamatic 
literature should flourish? if not, I have 
only to say, that I think, in a great measure, 
it necessarily follows that the moral welfare 
of the working classes of this country forms 
an important item in the social system of 
this nation. Guost. 


LITERARY AND DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I have again ventured to in- 
trude upon your patience about the Society 
I was anxious to form, and so I resolved to 
make this last appeal in its behalf, and 
would here suggest to “S. Y. F.” that I 
shall be happy to forward his views, in any 
way, for the better establishing the above 
Society. Hoping that the matter will have 
the attention of your readers, and enable us 
to carry out our object I remain, 
Yours respectfully, 
Monte Curisto, 














oN THE : GENIUS OF SHELLEY 
AND KEATS. 

Tue prejudices so frequently concomitant on 
genius, rarely long survive the extinction of 
that flame which shed a lustre on the world ; 
and Shelley and Keats are now generally 
regarded two of the foremost poets of the 
age in which they lived. Certainly, if not 
great, their powers were not inferior to those 
of their contemporaries who achieved re- 
nown; and we should be disposed to rank 
the poets of this century thus :— 

First—Shelley, Byron, Keats. 

Second—Wordsworth and Coleridge. 

Third—Campbell, Moore, Southey, &c. 

But of Shelley it is somewhat difficult to 
form an estimate; probably, however, he is 
not below Milton. Whether Shelly ever 
could have written as great and as sustained 
a poem as “ Paradise Lost” is problematical ; 
but with so rare and copious a gift of imagi- 
nation, with exquisite sensibility, with a 
spirit alive to beauty, and an intellect subtile, 
if not grand, assuredly he was the poet of 
all others most likely to achieve an immortal 
work of any within the memory of this gene- 
ration. But he lacked the sublime com- 
posure of the blind bard of old, and, more- 
over, he did not, we suspect, possess the 
faculty of moral discipline which enabled 
Milton to grapple with and overcome diffi- 
culties. 

Keats has written one fragment as great 
as anything in Milton, Homer, or Dante. 
His “ Hyperion” is colossal and stupen- 
dous; moving with a solemn grandeur 
worthy of his august argument. Be it re- 
membered, this mighty design was begun at 
23, at an age when Shakspeare was not 
known, an age when the giant energies of 
the soul are seldom awakened—and then it 
is impossible not to be lost in astonishment 
at the magnitude of that daring which 
genius alone could display without presump- 
tion. 

We doubt if Shelley had enough of the 
magna opa lacertosque of imagination to have 
written ‘“ Hyperion; and yet, but for this, 
we should esteem him the greater of the two. 
Even Shelley’s play of T’he Cenci, second 
only to the Lear and Hamlet of Shakspeare, 
is scarcely to be compared with this fragment 
—a sublime and marvellous fragment, of a 
truth, which Keats, we trust, has finished 
in realms divine. 

We love to dwell upon these favourite 
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studies of the youth we have left behind us 
—studies no more—and would counsel those 
to whom Shelley and Keats are still but 
names, to pick up the gems of those fine 
souls ere the zest of life is gone. Vucror. 
PROVINCIALS. 

SHEFFIELD.—TuHEATRE Royat.—On Monday 
night the 27th Feb., Howard Payne’s tragedy of 
Brutus ; or, the Fall of Tarquin, was produced 
at this establishment, Great care and expense 
have been expended, and it is put upon the stage 
in a very superior manner. The scenery is truth- 
ful and spirited, and reflects great ‘credit on the 
artistes, Messrs. Johnson and Ball. The trophies, 
banners, weapons, and other accessories, are 
gorgeous. The groupings are artistically ar- 
ranged, particularly in the Forum scene, and the 
sacking of Rome. The Lucius Junius of Mr. 
Coleman indicated careful and successful study. 
In the early scenes, the transitions from assumed 
idiotcy to deep passion, were well marked and 
effective; and the dignity of the Roman was sus- 
tained with much force in the later portion of the 
a. Miss Wallack, as Tullia; Miss Whynne, 
as Tarquinia; and Mr. Diddear, as Collatinus, 
rendered their respective characters with much 
judgment and good taste. On Friday night the 
se amen were under the patronage of W. A. 

atthews, Esq., the Masier Cutler. The pieces 
were Laugh When You Can, and Sweethearts and 
Wives, 

Exetrer.—The entertainments at this theatre 
on Tuesday last were for the benefit of Mr. Dol- 
man. On Thursday, the mayor and rifle corps 
patronised the performances. On Monday the 
a were for the benefit of Mrs. Davis. Mr. 

olman took his benefit here on Tuesday week, 
on which occasion The Lady of Lyons was played 
to a densely-crowded house. 

Guascow.—Miss Helen Faucit has appeared 
in The Hunchback, The Lady of Lyons, The School 
of Reform, and Macbeth during the week to very 
fashionable and crowded audiences, 


NewcastLe.—Mr. Sidney Davis has appeared 
in several Shaksperian characters during the past 
week. A new play, entitled The Deserted Wife, 
from the pen of a lady, a native of and resident 
in this town, will be produced next week. 


EpinsurcH.—During the week Mr. McKean 
Buchanan has been playing with much success at 
the Amphitheatre in this city. On Wednesday 
last he appeared as Othello; on Thursday, as 
King Lear; and on Friday, for his benefit, 
as Pizarro, and the Stranger. The Italian Opera 
Company concluded their engagement here on 
Friday evening. The operas given here durin 
the week have been Fidelio, Lucrezia Borgia, an 
The Huguenots. At the theatre Royal Richard 
the Third has been very successfully represented. 

Bristou.—King John and Charles XII, have 
proved most attractive during the past week. On 
Thursday ‘the Foresters ”’ had a crowded bene- 
fit in aid of their widows’ fund. The Merry 
Wives of Windsor and the drama of Robin Hood 
(that forester bold), were the entertainments. 




















SouTHAMPTON —She Stoops to Conquer, Black- 
Eyed Susan, and Othello Traverstie have been 
drawing good houses. The Russell Family gave 
an entertainment on Monday evening, at the 
Victoria Rooms, which was well attended. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 














Mr. Tom Marrurews Mave Harry. On Sun- 
day last, at St. Martin’s Church, the amiable and 
accomplished daughter of the above talented 
and much-respected gentleman, Miss Fanny 
Emelia Matthews, was led to the hymenial altar 
by John Sheffield Mangham, Esq., of Clapham. 
E. T. Smith, Esq., of Drury Lane Theatre, gave 
the young lady away, amid the congratulations 
of her numerous friends and relations. After 
partaking of a splendid dejeuner, the happy 
couple departed for Brighton. 

Lorp Netson Music Hatt, near St, Pancras 
Church.—Mr. Henry, the best Frenchman on the 
stage, will take a benefit at the above rooms on 
Thursday, the 16th, when several new songs, 
written by him, will be sung for the first time. 
We trust his friends, will meet numerously upon 
the occasion, he not having made an appeal for 
some time, and having laboured under severe 
illness for a long period. 


WE perceive by the Sadler’s Wells bills, Mr. 
Morgan, the Box Saloon-keeper, takes his annual 
benefit on Wednesday, the 29th. This worthy 
and polite gentleman has an excellent bill of fare. 


We perceive that Mr. W. M. Packer, the 
highly respected and talented musical director 
at the Casino de Venise, High Holborn, an- 
nounces his annual benefit for Thursday the 30th 
of this month (March), when, in consequence of 
the repeated requests to that effect—and under 
the immediate patronage and presence of many 
influential members of the aristocracy, a grand 
Bal Masque will be given, and for which, we are 
informed, arrangements are being made of a most 
liberal and extensive character—it being, posi- 
tively, the final bal masque of the season, to- 
gether with the knowledge of the high esteem in 
which the beneficiere is held by the habitues of 
the Casino, and his extensive private circle; a 
most brilliant and numerous assemblage may be 
relied upon. 


Emeratp Istze anp Lakes or KittaRrnry.— 
Mrs. Gibbs gives her Irish entertainment for six 
nights longer, at the Hibernia, adjoining the 
Polytechnic Institution, when it will positively 
close. 


Sr. Pancras Music Hatu.—The excellent 
manner in which the concerts are conducted un- 
der the superintendence of Mr. J. W. Sharpe, 
have attracted crowds of visitors to this new 
establishment every evening. 


Tue Wuirttincton CLius AND METROPOLITAN 
ArnenxvM.—The sixth anniversary of the above 
society was celebrated by a promenade concert 
and ball, on Thursday evening last, when all the 
rooms of the institution were thrown open for 
the occasion, The concert commenced at eight 
o’clock, by the fine band of the Coldstream 
Guards, under the direction of Mr. Godfrey, 
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which continued playing the most admired and | 


popular compositions of the day. ‘The concert 
was followed by a full dress ball, for which | 
Putnam’s band was engaged, and which was | 
attended by upwards of four hundred ladies and | 
gentlemen. The refreshment arrangements were | 
of the most satisfactory kind, and in the inter- 
vals between the dances, the company were en- 
tertained with select pieces of instrumental and 
vocal music. We are rejoiced to learn that this 
popular institution is now in a highly-flourishing 
condition, and that the educational advantages 
which it so eminently contributes to diffuse are 
now being very sensibly felt amongst the metro- 
— public generally. An amateur concert, 

y the members of the club, slightly assisted by 
professional talent, took place on Monday last, 
and proved perfectly satisfactory to a very nu- 
merous and discriminating audience. Mr. Knott 
and Madlle, Milla elicited signal applause. 


Mr. G. V. Brooxe.—The last four weeks of 
Mr. G. V. Brooke’s engagement at Drury Lane 
are announced, at the expiration of which time 
he sails for California, where he has long since 
made arrangements for playing, and from thence 
to the other land of gold—Australia. It is in- 
tended that Mr Brooke, before his departure, 
shall appear in a round of his principal charac- 
ters. Two original plays, called Walsingham and 
De Valeres, are in rehearsal. 

Tue Cottins Famity.—The third of the ad- 
mired series of miscellaneous concerts will be 
given by this talented family, at the Atheneum 
Rooms, Islington, on the 14th inst. 


TO BE RAFFLED FOR. 

At the Hugh Myddleton, as soon as filled, 
“A thimbleful of Comicality,” the sole property 
of a gentleman doing, or attempting to do, the 
low comedy business, at a respectable temple of 
the drama in the North of London. Public at- 
tention is especially directed to this, as the 
article hitherto has been very little called for. 
Communications by letter to be directed to L. B., 
New River Head. 

At the Garrick’s Head, Bow Street, in a few 
days, “The Portrait of a noted Light Comedian,” 
taken at the express request of himself, by a 
committee of gentlemen chosen by himself, with 
the sole view of getting the good opinion of the 
public, in preference to their money, which of 
course he don’t want: to make this lot go off 
the more blandly, it is proposed to accompany it 
with the celebrated picture called ‘‘ Mammon 
and Gammon.” The original is on view daily, 
between 7 and half-past 8 p.m., he having re- 
cently taken academical honours, viz., A Bache- 
lor of Arts. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 








ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Ball Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up in asuperior style. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 








— the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
ustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
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@eil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer's inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ LaSonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” * Les Huguenots,” “ Puritani,” &. And 
a programme of Danse Music, consisting of the most novel 
and choicest compositions of the day, including The 
“‘Sultana’s,”’ ‘‘ Malta,” and ‘‘ Vive Paris’ Quadrilles. ‘Le 
Carillonneur de Bruges,” ‘‘Violante,” and “ Stella” Waltzes. 
‘*Our British Queen,” “Floral Fete,” and ‘ Rochester” 
Polkas. The “Artillery” and ‘‘ Close of the Ball” Galops, 
&c. Doors open at Eight o'clock and close at Twelve. 
Admission 1s. 

N.B.—Mr. W. M. Pacxer’s ANNUAL BENEFIT is 
appointed to take place on THurspay, March 30th, 1854, 
when (by general desire) a GRAND BAL MASQUE will 
will be given, it being positively the Final One this season. 
Gentleman’s Tickets, 5s. ; Lady’s ditto 3s. 





LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honoured with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 

HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY.— Mr. 

THOMAS PAYNE begs most respectfully to tender 
his services to those Ladies and Gentlemen who, possessing 
the requisite abilities, wish to enter the profession. Ward- 
robes, Properties, &e,. &c., supplied. Instruction given in 
Music, Singing, Dancing, Elocution, &c., &c. Afi letters 
requiring an answer to contain a Stamp, and be addressed 
to Mr. Tuomas Payne, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden. 








O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARVO, 29, RatHBone PLAck, OxForD STREET. 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
re-modeled, is now replete with every convenience necessary 
for the practice of the Dramatic Art, including scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on application to 
Mr. Jounavx, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Oxford-st 
N.B.—Lessons on Elocution and Stage Art on equally 
moderate terms. 
N.B. Dramatic Clasees are forming. Casts of the plays 
in preparation may be seen inthe Green Room at any hour. 





TO AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—To be SOLD at 
onse, a variety of New Theatrical Dresses, consisting of 
Shirts and Tights of various colours, Belts, Swords, Car- 
riers, Russet Boots, Black and Russet Shoes, Gauntlets, 
Caps and Feathers, Ballet Shirts, Collars, Ruffles, &c., 
sufficient to dress a Shaksperian piece, together with a 
Portable Stage, consisting of Procenium 12ft. by 9, Two 
Pair of Wings, Three Scenes, and Green Curtain. The 
whole to be sold for £6 6s., a bargain. May be seen any 
evening after Six, at Mr. W. V. Lane’s, 4, Princes Square, 
Back Road, St. Georges East. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton-square. 
References to Pupils. Tetms Moderate. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

. One Shilling. 
- . Two Shillings. 
Twelve MOonths.......0.s0+.0+eeeee Four Shillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, for the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonville, 
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J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar’s-road ; Gil- 
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vendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats: and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in anv of the Provincial 
Towns. 









London: Printed by H. Me Potter, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—March 8th, 1854. 





Mists 


nS CO. 


MC 


Ir) 
that 
or | 
eith 
Kez 
visi 
that 
drai 
it s¢ 
ce pa 
o’er 
imp 
cisn 
the 
of T 
sical 
pres 
so 0 
sati 
fed ) 
true 
in | 
than 
anne 
bad 


catic 
cate 
and 

gent 
and 

ing « 
the ‘ 
POLI 
is tl 
and 





